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Feb. 19 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on Establishment of
Diplomatic Relations With Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan
February 19, 1992

The President has decided that the
United States will take immediate steps to
establish diplomatic relations with Azer-
baijan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan. The United States had recog-
nized their independence on December 25,
1991. Following Secretary Baker’s recent
visit to these countries, the President be-
lieves U.S. interests will be best served by
having diplomatic ties to their Govern-
ments. Secretary Baker conducted detailed
discussions with the leaders of the four
countries on the political, economic, and se-
curity principles of most importance to the
United States. The depth, extent, and rich-
ness of U.S. relations with each of these
countries will depend on their commitment

to these principles.
With this step, and yesterday’s establish-

ment of diplomatic relations with Moldova,
the United States now has diplomatic rela-
tions with 11 of the 12 former Soviet Re-
publics. The United States does not intend
or seek to isolate the people of Georgia,
as Secretary Baker said in Moscow. But, at
this time, the United States is not in a posi-
tion to establish diplomatic relations with
Georgia.

The United States will open embassies in
these countries by March 15. In addition,
the U.S. will support their membership in
relevant international organizations, includ-
ing the International Monetary Fund and
World Bank.

Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater on the President’s Meeting
With President Frederick Chiluba of Zambia
February 19, 1992

The President and President Frederick
Chiluba of Zambia met for approximately
30 minutes in the Oval Office. They had
an excellent meeting, during which they dis-
cussed the political and economic develop-
ments in Zambia. The President congratu-

lated President Chiluba on moving Zambia
into a democratic era. President Bush was
also supportive of President Chiluba’s eco-
nomic policies, particularly the privatization
program.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister
Carl Bildt of Sweden
February 20, 1992

The President. Well, look who’s here.
You’re not going to need this, I don’t think.

Q. Mr. President, why have you not con-
demned the latest Israeli invasion into Leb-
anon, sir?

The President. We’re not going to take
any questions at this photo opportunity.

We’re going to be discussing very important
relations between Sweden and the United
States and also get into a lot of multilateral
questions. But that’s it.

Q. Will that issue come up in your talks,
sir?

The President. Any issues he wants to talk
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